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summary

This research is an outcome of cooperation between feminist
organization working in the Palestinian community in Israel
(women against violence and Altufula center NNI) and the Israeli
Women Network. As feminist organization that faced the policy of
discrimination and struggles against all forms of oppression against
women including the crimes of domestic violence. WE struggle to
change the perceptions and the social political economical and legal
perimeters in the patriarchal and religious heritage that defined for
women the limits and boarders.

As part of this continuous efforts, we concentrate in this research
on the “policy of the ministry of education in relation to Gender
equality — gender representationin school books and the education
for gender equality in reality” the Measures and procedures in place
in Arab schools and their contribution to preventing violence.

Violence against women is considered a transnational global
phenomenon that involves a flagrant violation of basic human
(and human) rights. Despite that, we find it more present and more
severe in patriarchal societies. Therefore, it must be concluded that
this phenomenon is closely related to certain concepts and values,
so that it is considered one of the most prominent characteristics
of patriarchal society.. The gender inequality that exists in society
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in all its components - the family, the labor market, the diverse
living spaces, etc,, is represented in the gaps in opportunities, in the
resources and in the power of influence available to men compared
to women, and therefore, it is also considered one of the main
factors leading to gender-based violence.

Gender inequality, consciously or unconsciously, is tolerated
personally and in the family, and socially and publicly, including
in educational institutions, the first of which is schools, which are
the most influential social upbringing framework, and the place
where we expect our children to have the best value education. and
to be safe in it and protected from distorted and dangerous views.
It should be noted here that systematic work that aims to educate
for gender equality, and to develop and implement long-term
intervention plans will work wonders in combating violence against
women and in developing and promoting perspectives based on
gender equality, is a way of life that must be Adapted and prevalent
in a healthy and just society.

This research aims to contribute to combating violence directed
against women, and with the aim of bringing about a change in the
priorities of the Ministry of Education,

In this research, we monitor gender representation in textbooks
currently used in the Arab education system in the country, after
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publishing' two previous research papers on the subject.

In this research we examine three areas in which the Ministry’s
policies regarding gender equality must be applied in the education
system: Textbooks; School environment; and knowledge and
attitudes and behavior of the educational staff in schools.

Summary of research results

The results and data of the textbooks analyses indicated that
there is a deep gap in gender representation and in the method of
gender representation of both sexes in textbooks, in favor of male
charactersin all the indicators examined: Percentage of appearance
(quantitative and substantive) The personal characteristics
attributed to the female compared to those attributed to the male
characters, the work fields and gender roles.

The results of the survey with educational staff indicated that there
is a deep gap in gender representation and in the way of gender
representation of both sexes in the school environment and among
educational staff in all indicators examined: such as the school'’s
name, and found that the percentage of schools bearing the names

1 Altufula —Nazareth nurseries institute published the first research, in 2002,
which dealt with the issue of sexism in Arab children's literature, while the
secondresearch,issuedIn 2006, dealt with the subject of genderrepresentation
in Arabic language teaching books in the education system at that time.
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of men is more than double the percentage of schools bearing the
names of women. The subject of education for gender equality is
not often included in the annual program of their schools, nor is it
systematically applied during the year with students and staff.

A huge gap has emerged between what the Ministry of Education
declaresin all forums about the importance of education for gender
equality, whether in its verbally declared or written policies in the
circulars of general managers, which require turning statements into
a binding practice - and what is happening on the ground, or rather
What is not happening in reality. This gap is reflected in the fact that
trainings on the subject of education for gender equality, which are
supposed to be held once every three years, are not held, and if they
are held, they are not mandatory, contrary to what is stated in the
declared policy. This gab was realized by The vast majority of the
participants in the survey and stated that the Ministry of Education
does not allocate sufficient resources to address the issue, and
schools do not demand allocating these resources to address the
issue.

The majority of educational staff assessed their level of knowledge
of gender equality as general to medium, since the vast majority of
male and female teachers did not participate at all in any training
on the issue of gender equality. However half of them believe that
there is a gap in the gender representation in school textbooks. And
more than half of them believe that there are stereotypes in the
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representation of genders in textbooks in terms of roles, personal
characteristics, behaviors and the way the genders are presented,
while a third of the respondents did not notice the existence of such
gaps and stereotypes, although it is present and strongly present in
the textbooks they use daily.

The research present findings that relate to reaction of the
educational staff when they notice the stereotyped ideas in the
gender representation in textbooks, by students in class rooms and
inschoolin general oramong the educational and/or administrative
staff aswell as theirrole with parents. Italso present finding on self-
evaluation regarding their behavior with female and male students.

The results of observations in lessons and in the school
environment clarified the deep gap in gender representation and
in the way of gender representation in the school environment, in
addition to the actual discrimination that exists in the educational
environment and the different treatment between girls and boys
in school. the teachers themselves are influenced by societal-
stereotypical attitudes and perceptions and express them in their
behavior and attitudes wherever possible. But more importantly,
these observations indicate that stereotypes affect not only our
own behavior, but also how we evaluate the behavior of others, as
emerged in the different teachers' interactions with boys and girls,
whether in lessons or during breaks. In practice, gender stereotypes
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color our impressions of other people's performance, and even
dictate our reaction to that performance to such an extent that we
rate its quality differently and biasedly.

School space: All the contents of the bulletin boards are written in
the masculine form, as well as the addressable form. The playing
areas, there is no division that allocates a space for boys and
another for girls, and it seems that the “division” that we saw was a
product of what they were accustomed to and became with the days
present and self-evident. As we have seen, the boys occupied the
open spaces, playgrounds and courtyards, which occupy the largest
part of the space, while the girls contented themselves with sitting
in the shade or to the side in a corner on a piece of artificial grass.

The paper also represent the finding from focus groups conducted
and in general the research conclude that the picture of the reality
is complex, but it never absolves those with authority and decision-
makers, starting from the Ministry of Educationand even the smallest
schools, of the responsibility of addressing this issue in an objective,
in-depth and systematic manner. The educational approach is a
long-term approach, and it should not, and should not, be related
to or influenced by burdens, situations or specific situations, which
of course must be addressed and taken seriously, but not at the
expense of strategic educational thinking and planning that is seen
soon. We must also understand that education for gender equality is
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not an immediate issue, but is at the heart of educational work, and
if we are not educated with values and principles - then there is no
point in marks and achievements.

We conclude by saying that education for gender equality and the
internalization and rooting of the gender perspective in schools are
the product of many and varied factors that must go hand in hand
with each other to allow for action and to create the desired change.
We have seen, for example, that the decisions of the Ministry of
Education regarding the issue of education for gender equality and
the importance of addressing it are valid, but the gap that exists
between it and what is happening on the ground, which is reflected
both in the difficult and worrying data

What we found in textbooks, the absolute majority of which were not
subject to editing from a gender perspective, and what was subject
to such editing did not reflect a satisfactory picture, or in the survey
data, which support the results of the analysis of the textbooks, orin
the observations orin the focus group that supported our hypothesis
The main point is that there are gaps, and that education for gender
equality does not really exist on the ground.
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